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CONEIDENTIAL STATE 133598 

USIAEA 


E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PARM, MNUC, IN, UK 

SUBJECT: BRITISH FUEL SUPPLY EOR INDIAN RESEARCH REACTOR 
APSARA AND SAEEGUARDS STATUS 

1. THE US IS REVIEWING THE SAFEGUARDS STATUS OE INDIAN 
NUCLEAR FACILITIES. AT PRESENT, WE CONSIDER THE APSARA 
1 MW RESEARCH REACTOR AT TROMBAY (BHABHA ATOMIC RESEARCH 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 133598 

CENTRE) TO BE AN UNSAEEGUARDED EACILITY. WE UNDERSTAND, 
HOWEVER, THAT LULL EOR THIS REACTOR HAS BEEN SUPPLIED BY 
THE UK - 46 PERCENT ENRICHED URANIUM IN 1955 AND A LATER 
SUPPLY OP 80 PERCENT ENRICHED EOR THE UPGRADED REACTOR. IN 
ORDER TO ASSESS THE SUPPLY OBLIGATIONS AND SAEEGUARDS 
STATUS OP APSARA, WE NEED ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. 
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2. PLEASE MAKE A LOW-KEY BUT URGENT REQUEST FOR THE 
FOLLOWING INFORMATION FROM THE UK: 

(A) HOW MUCH FUEL HAS BEEN PROVIDED TO INDIANS FOR APSARA; 
WHAT WAS THE DATE OF SUPPLY, LEVEL OF ENRICHMENT; 

(B) CONDITIONS FOR SUPPLY AND OBLIGATIONS ACCEPTED BY 
INDIA (I.E. NO WEAPONS USE, NO PNES, SAFEGUARDS); 

(C) EXTENT OF BRITISH CONTROL OVER THE USE MADE OF THE 
SUPPLIED MATERIAL, AND ANY CONTROL EXERCISED OVER SPENT 
FUEL OR PRODUCED PLUTONIUM; 

(D) WHAT WAS THE FORM OF THE AGREEMENT (BILATERAL, ETC.); 

(E) HAVE INDIANS MADE ANY APPROACH FOR RESUPPLY, AND ARE 
THERE ANY ONGOING CONTACTS CONCERNING APSARA? 

3. FOR BOMBAY; WE WOULD APPRECIATE ANY INFORMATION YOU 
MAY HAVE ON THE ABOVE QUESTIONS. WE CONTINUE TO ASSUME 
THAT CIRUS, ZERLINA, AND PURNIMA ARE UNSAFEGUARDED AND 
LACK AN EXTERNAL LINK. PLEASE CONFIRM. CHRISTOPHER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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